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Does the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) regulate the exhibition and/or sale of reptiles or amphibians at trade shows in Florida? Yes.  If you exhibit or sell wildlife at a trade show or swap meet in Florida you need a license from the FWC to exhibit and/or sell reptiles or other wildlife. This applies to all wildlife, including any reptiles or amphibians bred or born in captivity.  Exhibition is considered the display of the animal to the public with or without charging a fee. 
Why does FWC conduct inspections at trade shows?  Florida has nearly 1,300 native species of fish and wildlife.  It also has become home to nearly 300 species of non-native fish and wildlife, including several species of reptiles.  Florida's subtropical climate is ideal for many foreign species to survive.  If these species escape or are released, they easily can become established here.  FWC officers routinely conduct inspections to enforce the statutes and regulations governing Florida's wildlife industry.  This is to ensure humane treatment and sanitary conditions are in place for the animals, to protect the interests of those in the wildlife industry, and to protect Florida’s natural resources.

Should I anticipate being checked by FWC at trade shows, and if so, what can I expect during this encounter? Yes.  As a licensee you are subject to inspection.  FWC officers frequently conduct inspections at trade shows, swap meets, live animal auctions and similar events throughout the state.  FWC expects its employees to be courteous and respectful while assisting its customers and stakeholders, ensuring each encounter is as positive as possible.  Inspections are made to ensure compliance with Florida’s captive wildlife regulations.  Officers will ask to view your licenses and records and inspect your animals.  You can help make this process more efficient by having your license and records readily available.
Why do I need a license to sell my animals? Licensing is required by Chapter 379.3761, Florida Statute (F.S.).  In addition, FWC’s mission is: “Managing Florida’s fish and wildlife resources for their long-term well-being and the benefit of people.”  Florida’s captive wildlife regulations are designed to protect Florida’s natural resources, ensure humane treatment and sanitary conditions are in place for the animals, and ensure public safety.  These regulations are also designed to protect the interests of the wildlife industry.  Licensing fees support FWC’s mission by offsetting costs for protecting our natural resources and regulating the importation and sale of non-native species.
What type of license do I need to exhibit or sell reptiles or amphibians?  You will need a License to Possess Class III Wildlife for Exhibition and/or Public Sale. The application fee is $50 and must be renewed on an annual basis.  Mail the application with a check or money order to FWC at the address listed on the top of the application.  There is a three-to four-week processing period.  

This application and more information are available on the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission web site at http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/captive-wildlife/.
Do the licensing requirements apply to me if I do not live in Florida? Yes.  Anyone that offers for sale, trade, or exhibits wildlife is required to have a license; this includes non-residents.  As a non-resident vendor you should also be aware that Chapter 379.3761, F.S., requires a license to sell any conditional or prohibited species, Class I or Class II wildlife, reptiles of concern or venomous reptiles, including a sale with delivery made in this state, regardless of the origin of the sale or the location of the initial transaction.  
Are there any reptiles that require special permitting in Florida? Yes. Additional licenses or authorizations are required to exhibit, sell or possess Class I and/or Class II wildlife, venomous reptiles or conditional species.  Class I reptiles and conditional species may not be possessed as personal pets in Florida.  Persons buying any of these categories of wildlife must be licensed to possess them before buying them.  It is unlawful to sell or transfer Class I or Class II wildlife to an unpermitted person in Florida. 
Also, a Conditional/Prohibited/Non-native Species permit is needed to import leopard tortoises (Geochelone pardalis), African spurred tortoises (Geochelone sulcata), or Bell’s hingeback tortoises (Kinixys belliana).  A health certificate must be obtained from a licensed veterinarian certifying that each tortoise has no external parasites.  A health certificate, written notice of the shipment, and the permit application must be submitted to FWC no less than 10 days prior to the arrival of any tortoise.  All containers used to transport tortoises must be disinfected prior to importation and must be incinerated within 24 hours of arrival in the state or exported out of Florida within 72 hours. 

These applications and more information are available on the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission web site at http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/captive-wildlife/ and http://myfwc.com/license/wildlife/nonnative-species/. 
What reptiles are regulated as Class I or Class II in Florida? Class I reptiles include: Crocodiles (except dwarf and Congo) (family Crocodylidae); Gavials (family Gavialidae); Black caimans (Melanosuchus niger); and Komodo dragons (Varanus komodoensis).  Class I wildlife may only be possessed for exhibition or sale and may not be possessed as personal pets in Florida.  Class II include: Dwarf crocodiles (Osteolaemus tetraspis); and Alligators, caimans (family Alligatoridae).  Class II wildlife may be possessed for exhibition, sale, or as personal pets in Florida.
Persons buying any of these reptiles must be licensed to possess them before buying them.  It is unlawful to buy or transfer Class I or Class II wildlife from an unpermitted person, and it is unlawful to sell or transfer Class I or Class II wildlife to an unpermitted person in Florida 
Applications and more information are available on the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission web site at http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/captive-wildlife/.

What reptiles are regulated as venomous reptiles in Florida? Venomous reptiles are defined as all members of the class Reptilia including their taxonomic successors, subspecies, or any hybrid thereof, regardless of surgical alteration, determined to have the potential to cause serious human injury due to the toxic effects of its venom or poison, including all venomous reptiles of the class Reptilia belonging to the families Elapidae, Crotalidae, Viperidae, and Hydrophiidae; all reptiles in the genus Heloderma; and all reptiles in the family Colubridae belonging to the genera: Rhabdophis, Boiga, Dispholidus, Thelatornis, and Atractapsis.
Persons selling these reptiles must have a License to Possess Class III Wildlife for Exhibition or Public Sale and a License to Possess or Exhibit Venomous Reptiles and/or Reptiles of Concern. Special permitting requirements apply.   

What reptiles are regulated as conditional species in Florida? Conditional reptiles include:
· Red-eared sliders (not including red-eared sliders with distinctive aberrant color patterns, including albino or amelanistic specimens), 
· Indian or Burmese pythons (Python molurus),
· Reticulated pythons (Python reticulatus), 
· Northern African pythons (Python sebae), 
· Southern African pythons (Python natalensis), 
· Amethystine pythons (Morelia amethistinus), 
· Scrub pythons (Morelia kinghorni), 
· Green anacondas (Eunectes murinus), and 
· Nile monitors (Varanus niloticus).
Conditional species cannot be acquired as pets after July 1, 2010.  A permit is required for those possessing Conditional species for educational exhibition in zoos, for bona fide research purposes or commercial sale.  
This application and more information are available on the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission web site at http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/.
What are the record keeping requirements? Anyone possessing wildlife for sale or exhibition must have documentation of the source and supplier of their wildlife.  This documentation includes the date the wildlife was acquired, quantity and species of wildlife acquired, name and complete address of the supplier, and permit or license identification number of the supplier where applicable.  These records can be in the form of sales receipts from your suppliers having the required information or documentation you have created from your receipts showing this information.  A sample document is provided.  Officers will be inspecting the records of acquisition for the animals you have at the trade show. 
How do I comply with the source of acquisition record requirement for the reptiles or amphibians I breed in captivity?  In instances where the animals you have at the trade shows are animals you breed in captivity your records will reflect yourself as the supplier and show the time frame (for example quarter and year) when the animals were produced.  A sample document is provided.

Do I have to keep records of sale for all of the reptiles or amphibians I sell?  No.  You are not required to document the sale or transfer of any non-venomous, non-regulated reptile that is purchased as a pet.  Hobbyists or dealers that purchase your animals for exhibition or sale purposes, even if they are non-venomous or non-regulated reptiles, are required to show source of acquisition for the animals they purchased.  You can assist your fellow hobbyists or dealers by providing them a sales receipt that includes your name and address, date of the sale, and numbers and species of reptiles or amphibians they purchased.  You are required to keep records of sales or transfers of all venomous reptiles, reptile of concern, conditional species, Class I or II reptiles.

Records of sales or transfers include the date of sale or transfer, quantity and species of wildlife sold or transferred, name and complete address of the recipient, and permit or license identification number of the recipient where applicable.
Can I hold reptiles or amphibians purchased by others at my table? Yes.  As a courtesy you can hold reptiles or amphibians belonging to others.  These reptiles and amphibians are in your possession and should not be co-mingled with any of your animals on or off display.  The boxes or other containers must be clearly marked with the owner’s information (name, contact number, and receipt of where animals were purchased).
Where can I find information about the regulations?  Florida’s captive wildlife regulations are found in Chapter 379, Florida Statutes, and Rules 68-5 and 68A-6, Florida Administrative Code. You can view these regulations in their entirety online.  To view Florida Statutes go to http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/. Once at this site select the link to “TITIE XXVIII NATURAL RESOURCES; CONSERVATION, RECLAMATION, AND USE,” then “Chapter 379,” then “View Entire Chapter.” To view rules in the Florida Administrative Code go to http://www.flrules.org.  Enter the chapter number in the search box and select “GO.” Copies of the pertinent portions of these regulations are attached for your review.
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